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1. Ruth lives in the United States. Yesterday she sent us an email to tell us about Thanksgiving, a 
festivity that always takes place on the fourth Thursday in November: 

2. Check out the American state and town where Ruth lives in the map below, as well as other 
important cities in the States: 

@tchartantonio

My name is Ruth and I live in the state of Illinois. Springfield is its capital and Chicago 
is its most populous and famous city. I live in Joliet, a medium size city that is about an 
hour south of Chicago. Thanksgiving is a holiday that we, as a family, have only begun 
celebrating in recent years. I should probably mention that we have only lived in the 
United States for about six years. I was born in South Africa, and grew up in Zimbabwe. 

I am so grateful that we have had this opportunity to live here in the States. I can’t 
compare life now to what it was before. I appreciate the opportunities that we have 
now as a family, and in particular the opportunities that my daughters will have, now that 
we are here.  My parents were also able to retire just over two years ago and have 
moved from Africa and are now living with us too. They are elderly and needing more 
and more care. 

Of all the special days celebrated in the States, Thanksgiving has become one of our 
favourite holidays. I love that families can get together and celebrate, without the 
pressure of having to buy gifts for one another. I love the opportunity to look back and 
focus on things that we are grateful for.  This is something we try and keep up throughout 
the year. We typically have turkey, green bean casserole and pumpkin pie as our 
thanksgiving meal, and spend the day together as a family. So though celebrating this 
holiday is still fairly new tradition for us, it is definitely a favourite. 

My dad’s family were originally from the United States and they do have ties to the 
United States through the years. I have loved learning more about America during these 
years and the fact that I had family members on the Mayflower and distant relatives too 
that served in government positions.

Thanksgiving



3. Circle the right answer: 

a. Ruth lives in: 

• Illinois • Chicago • Springfield 

b. She spent her teenage years in: 

• United States • South Africa  • Zimbabwe  

c. Her parents currently live in:  

• Africa • United States 

d. Ruth and her family usually ___________ vegetables for Thanksgiving meal. 

• grill • stew  

e. And ___________ is their traditional dessert. 

• an apple pie • a pumpkin pie • a strawberry pie 

f. Her _________ family were from the United States. 

• mother’s  • father’s  

4. Are these statements true or false? If they are false, say why: 

a. Ruth and her family have lived in the US since the mid 2010’s. 

b. She is mostly happy to live in the US for the job opportunities both she and her husband now have. 

c. Her parents worked in Africa until a couple of years ago. 

d. Ruth and her family love giving and receiving gifts on Thanksgiving. 

e. On Thanksgiving Ruth and her family think and reflect on all the things they are grateful for, 
something they don’t do throughout the year. 

f. She has recently found out that some of her ancestors were from England. 

5. Answer the questions below: 

a. How far does Ruth live from Chicago? 

b. What country was she born? 

c. Does she think her life in America is better than her life in Africa? Why does she think so? 

d. How long ago did her parents move to Joliet?  

e. Why do they need more and more care? 

f. Why is Thanksgiving Ruth’s favourite holiday in the US? 

g. What meat and vegetables do she and her family have on Thanksgiving?

@tchartantonio


