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1. Ruth and Brian live in the United States. Yesterday they sent us two emails to tell us about 
Thanksgiving, a festivity that always takes place on the fourth Thursday in November: 
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My name is Ruth and I live in the United States, in the state of Illinois. I live in 
Joliet, a city very near Chicago, the largest and most important city in 
Illinois. I was born in South Africa; then I lived in Zimbabwe, another African 
country, and finally I moved to the US with my husband and my daughters in 
2014. My parents came to live with us in 2018 because they are very old 
and need our care. 

I am so grateful that we have had this opportunity to live here in the States. 
Our life is much better than it was in Africa. I appreciate the opportunities 
that we have now as a family, and in particular the opportunities that my 
daughters will have in this country.   

Of all the special days celebrated in the States, Thanksgiving is one of our 
favourite holidays. I love that families can get together and celebrate all 
the things that we are grateful for. We typically have turkey, green bean 
casserole and pumpkin pie as our thanksgiving meal, and spend the day 
together as a family. Celebrating this holiday is a rather new tradition for 
us, but it is definitely a favourite.

Thanksgiving

My name is Brian and I live in the United States. I was born and live in the state 
of New York. New York City is the most populous and famous city in our state. I 
live in a small and quiet town named Allegany. I work as a teacher at East 
View Elementary School; my pupils are 7/8 year old children.  

For me and my family Thanksgiving is about family, American football, and 
food! It varies a little, but usually we will celebrate with my parents, aunts, 
uncles, and cousins on Thanksgiving Day and then the following day celebrate 
with my wife’s family. After dinner we sit around and talk while we watch the 
football games. It’s really a day to just hang out and enjoy the company of 
your family. 
  When I was younger I went to help people in a Third World country. Lots of 
children didn’t have food to eat or water to drink. I understood how lucky we 
are, living in a First World country. My students and myself never have to worry 
about such things. So on Thanksgiving I definitely reflect and appreciate what 
I, my family, friends and pupils have.



2. Check out the American states and towns where Ruth and Brian live in the map below, as well as 
other important cities in the States: 

3. Tick the right column: 

4. Circle the right answer: 

a. Ruth lives in: 

•  New York State • Illinois 

b.  Before she came to live in the US she lived in _________ African countries. 

• one  • two   • three  

c. In 2014 she moved to the US with her:  

• husband and daughters • parents, husband and daughters  

d. Ruth thinks her present life in the US is _________ than her past life in Africa.. 

• better • worse  

Who.... Ruth Brian

was not born in the United States?

lives near a very big city?

works as a teacher?

watches football games on Thanksgiving?

went to a country in the Third World to help the people there?

celebrates Thanksgiving as a new family tradition?

celebrates Thanksgiving twice?

thinks Thanksgiving is a time to be grateful?
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e. She is really grateful for the opportunities ___________ will have in the US. 

• her husband • her daughters 

f. ___________ is their traditional dessert for Thanksgiving meal. 

• An apple pie • A pumpkin pie • A strawberry pie 
 

5. Are these statements true or false? If they are false, say why: 

a. Brian lives in the state of New York but he wasn’t born there. 

b. Allegany, the small and quiet town where Brian lives, in far from New York City. 

c. Brian works as a teacher and his pupils are teenagers. 

d. He spends Thanksgiving Day with with his wife’s family and the following day with his own. 

e. Brian loves watching the football games before having Thanksgiving dinner. 

f. His trip to the Third World made him appreciate all the good things he has got. 

6. Answer the questions below: 

a. Why do Ruth’s parents live with her in Joliet? 

b. Why is Thanksgiving her favourite American holiday? 

c. What meat do she and her family have for Thanksgiving meal? 

d. What is Brian’s school named? 

e. Who is he usually with on Thanksgiving Day?
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